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THE ECOLOGY OF THE WILD-TRAPPED AND
TRANSPLANTED RING-NECKED PHEASANT
NEAR CENTRE HALL, PENNSYLVANIA

James E. Mysrs!
Rhode Island Department of Natural Resources, West Kingston

This study was conducted under an assistantship from the Schog]
Forest Resources of the Pennsylvania State University, with Dp. E
George, associate professor of wildlife management, as advisor,
project was designed and implemented by the Pennsylvania @
Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania under the supervision of
E. Hartman, game biologist.

. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the release of
trapped and transplanted pheasants (Phasianus colchicus)
management technique to establish a shootable population capable o
maintaining itself; and to study the population of wild-trapped
transplanted ring-necked pheasants in the Centre Hall, Pennsy}
area.

~ The introduction of ring-necked pheasants by the release of g
farm stock has failed to fill many areas apparently suitable tg
bird. Centre Hall, Centre County, Pennsylvania, the area studied’
this thesis, is one of those areas. It appeared to contain hah
suitable for the maintenance of an adequate pheasant population
is adjacent to class II pheasant range. However, documented repon
indicate that the number of pheasants in this area has aI
remained at a low level.

The Pennsylvania Game Commission included this area in
regular pheasant stocking program about 1949. From 1949 to 196 4,
approximate 3000 game farm pheasants, 65 percent males and’

" percent females, were released in the study areal Stocking was usual

. conducted in May, July, October, and November. In May, app@
imately 70 pheasants (30 males, 40 females) were released. TH
birds had been used as breeders at the Loyalsock Game Farms
July, a local resident, through the Game Commission’s day-ol
program, liberated 70 twelve-week old pheasants. (35 ma
females) per year, over the ten years from 1953 to 1963. Appro
ly 60 twenty-four week old males were stoecked in October prior
small-game season and in November, approximately 20 cocks
released in the hunting season during each of the 15 years. Few
stocked pheasant survived the hunting season and they fa
establish a productive breeding population.

1Senior Biologist-Wildlife, Div. of Conservation Great Swamp Wildlife Reaervntm n,. ¥
Kingston, Rhode Island.
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